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‘4. Wherber thofe words, 1 will fet a King over me, Deut. xvii. 14. de Imply she Choicé of the King 


in the People ? 
2. oaatade is Chofen by the People: 


ice of the People was againff God. Saul made it bis Excufe. Belial Crying for Liberty: 
3 ree tne Sears: Ti 0 Reign signifies to Reftrain: Al Laws are Reltraints spon Liberty. 


jgati Duty to Saul, when he was Chofen. 
+ eteeee ort Nene being faid to Choofe their King. fhew’d in Solomon. How Particular: 


ly hewas Chofen. Even before he was Born. 





From Saturbap December the 1f{t. to Saturdap December the 8th. 1705. 





me, Mafter, That the Peo- 

ple of the Jems did Commit 

a Great Sin,in Asking a Kixg. And therefore, 

That the Text Urged for the Feople to Choofe 

their King, that is, Demt. xvii. 14. was {poke 

of this Sin of the Fews; And therefore, in 

Confequence, is Rather againft the Right of the 

People to Choofe their King, as making it Sinfull. 

» (1.) But however | wou’d know, whether 

thefe words, When thou fhale fay, I will fet a King 

* over me, do’s not Imply the Choice of the Peo- 
ple? For to this Purpofe they are Urg’d. 


Country=m YY * have made it Plain to 


Rehearf. When God fore-told this Great Sin 


of the People, and the Punifomene that fhou’d 
follow ; He in Fudgment Remember’d Mercy. 
Though He permitted them to Abdicate Him- 
felf. Yet He did not not totally Forfake them. 
He wou’d not fuffer them to Fall into that 
Urmoft of Confufien, to have the Choice of their 
Kings left to Themfelves. Therefore He Referv'd 
that ftill to Him/elf. And therefore, by that 
Expreffion, 7 will fer a King over me, was not 
meant, That they fhou’d Choofe their King. 
For that is Exprefly Barr’d in the next words 
following, When thou fhall fay, I willfet’ a King 
over me— Thou {hale in any wife fet him King 
over thee, whomthe Lord thy God fhal Choofe. 

(2. ) Country-m. But how did God Choofe 
their King ? Did God Name the Perfon who 
fhou’d be their King? 

Rehearf. He did. As you may fee in the 3 
firft Kings He gave them. The firft was Saud. 
The People left the Choice to Samuel. 1. Sam. 
viii. 4, §- All the Elders of \fcael gathered them- 
Jelves together, and cameto Samuel, unto Ramah, 
and faid unto him— Make Us a King. But neither 
They not Samuel knew who this King fhow’d be. 
Till God himlelf did Name him. Chap. ix. 15, 
16, 17. The Lord told Samuel in his Ear a Day 
before Saul came, faying, To morrow about this time 
I will fend thee a Man out of the Land of Benja- 


. Min; and thon fhalt Aroint him to be Captain over 


my People Urael— And when Samuel faw Saul, the 
Lord [aid unto him, Behold the Man whem 1 {pake 
tothee of, this fame fhall Reign over my People. Ac- 
cordingly we find Chap. x. That Samuel did 
Anoint him. And confirm’d it to Saul, (who 
knew nothing of it himfelf) by feveral Signs. 
And at laft, by Changing the Heart of Saul, and 
turning him into another 14am, and Caufing him 
to Prophe/y,by the Spirit of God coming upon him. 

All this while, the People knew nothing of 
the Matter; nor troubled themfelves about 
the Choice of the King ; having left it wholly 
to Sansuel. 

Conntry-m. If they Impower’d Samvel to Choofe 
for them, it was their Choice ftill. 


“Thee, but they have rejetted Me, that I fhou'd nor 
Reign over them. According to ak the works which 
they have done, fince the Day that I breught them 
up out of the Land of Egypt, even nnto this Day; 
wherewith they have Provoked me, and ferved other 
Gods; fo do they alfo unto thee. Now therefore 
Hearken unto thei Voice, and make them a King. 

( 3.) Country-m. Here I obferve, that the 
Voice of the People was always againtt God, ftill 
Provoking Him. It was the Voice of Belial, ra- 
ther than of God! Of Belial cryiig out for 
Liberty, and to be Free from the Yoke of that 
Government which Ged had Plac’d over them ! 

And that Ged compares this to their Serving 
of other Gods. As the fame Swmuel, in this fame 
Book, Chap. xv. 23. Calls Rebellion, Witch-Craft 
and Idolatry. 

And ver. 24. Sant pleads the Voice of the 
People for his Excufe. Becanfe I feared the People, 
and Obeyed their Voice. 

And for the word Reign, our Margin Reads 
Reftrain, As Chap. ix. 17. This fame fhall Reign 
over my People Ifrael, it is, This fame fhalt Re- 
ftrain my People. For Reigning is Reftraining, 
and fois all Government and Laws, itis Refiraia 
ning Of Liberty. This Provokes the Rebehious Spi- 
rit, who wou'd be Belial, that is, Free from all 
Yoke or Reftraint. Whichis being Free from all 
Government or Laws, but our own Wik. And 
this is the True Bostom and Foundation of all 
our Popular Declamations fer Liberty; and pla- 
cing the Original of Power in the People. The 
End of it is, to have no Government at all. 
Whether themfelves fee it, or not.. For there 
isan Jnfatution,and a Blindne/s that is Judicial. 
But it is Hop’d, that is not the Cafe of All. 
And that there are fome yet Left, who will 
Hearken to Reafon ; to our Laws; to the Hiffory 
of all Ages ; and to the Authority of Holy Scrip. 
ture ; Or Who will be Convinc’d, at leaft, by their 
own Experience ! : 

But lhave Interrupted you. You were go- 
ing on with the Election of Saul. 

Rebearf. Afcer Saul was Chofen and Nam’d by 
God, and Anointed by Samuel, then Samuel 
Affembl’d the Tribes, not to Choofe who fhou’d 
be King, for that they did not ; but rather to 
Declare him unto them. Hecaus’d them to Pre. 
ent themfelves before the Lord, by their Tribes, and 
by their Thoufands. 1. Sam. x. 19. And it is faig, 
that fach a Tribe, and fach a —_ was Taken, 
But how they were Taken is not faid, whether 
by Lot, as fome fuppofe, or that Samuel told 
them whichGod hadTaken,orhow otherwife God 
did Determine it. But it is Certain that it was 
net by Mores of the People. For they knew not 
Saul when he was Takes or Nam’d, He was an 





Obfcitre Man, and none of the Princes of the 


Rehearf. They did aot Impower Samuel, but | Tribes, Nor did they know where to find him. 
Petition’d him ( he was then their Fudge ) to Give | Till God toldthem whereSaul had hid himfelf ver. 


them a King. Which Samuel wou’d not do, 
till Ged Commanded him. Chap. viii. 6, 7, 22. 
The thing Difpleafed Samuel, when t id, give 
us a King—-- And Samuel prayed x 
And the Lord faid unto Samuel, bearken unto the 









Vice of the People for shey have not rejeted 


a 


22+ Then theyRan and fetched him.And Samuel {aid 
to allthePeople fee Yee bimmhom theLord hath Chofen. 
Country-m. It is very Plain that this Elettion 


he Lord. \ was from God, and not from the People. 


( 4.) Bus feeing they Sinned in Asking a King, 
did they not Sin likewife in Obeying him ? Was 


sgetinn, 92 |. : 



















































pot thst 1. geisg on with their Sin? Ought ; 
spe anoeie have Quit him, -and Repented, and | 
Return back again to their .Dheo-Crafity and to 
Samuel Who was their Judge under that Oc- 
tonomy ? Z 
Rehearj. The Choice of the Perfon being from 
God, it gave him Divine Commiffion. He was 
now the Chofen of God, the Anointed and Im- 
mediate Reprefentative of God. Which the Peoe 
ple cou’d never have made him. Their Voice was 
not the Voice of God. God alter’d the Frame of 
their Government as they Defir’d. But when it 
was Alter’d, they cou’d not Alter it again. 
More thanthey cou’d Alter it at firft. If they 
cou’d have Alter’d it Themfelves, they needed 
dot have been fo very Earnef? with Samuel to 
have Alter’d it for them, and Bore his feveral 
Repulfes and Refufa! todo it ; till as I faid, God 
gave him Orders to doit. And then they were 
Determin'd. They cou’d noc go Back again. 
And it is very Obfervable, that in this fame Chap. 
V. 26, 27. They who Adher’d to Saul, after he 
was thus Chofen, are faid to be thofe, Whofe 
Hearts God bad Touched.. But the Children of Be- 
lial [aid, How fhall this Man Save Us? And they 
Difpifed: him. Trae Sons of Liberty! They Ats/t, 
they Wow’d have a King; and as I may fay, 
eveh Forced Godto givethem one. Butas foon 
as they had him, then, How fhaii this Adan Save 
ts? They were never Contented! Nor ever can 
be, upon that Foot of Liberty, and being under 
no Yoke! This is the Conftancy of. the Voice of 
thePeople ! One Day, Hofannah) the next is Cru- 
cifie'. This is the Senfe, the Faffice, the Govern- 
ment of Beelzebab’s FLIES ' inftead of God and 
the Kia, they are for Belial and Beelzebub, 
for Liberty, and the Voice of the People | 

Country-m. But how did Samuel carry in this 
Affair ? Some were for Sau/, and fome againit 
him. And Samuel was then Fudge. He might 
have Join’d with the Party that were againit 
Saul, and {till have Retain‘d his Office, and been 
the Chief Governor himfelf. 

Rehearf{. He knew that God had now Alter’d 
the Form of thelr Government. And that he was 
no longer Fudge. Therefore he Immediately 
Submitted to Saul, and that before all the People, 
as a Precedext to them. Chap. xii. 1-&c. And 
Samuel {aid unto all J/rae/, behold I have Heark- 
ned unto your Voice— And have made a King over 
you. And now behold, the King walketh before you 
— Behold here I am, Witne{s again(t me before 
the Lord, and before his Apointed , whofe Ox or Afs 
have Itaken? &c. And when-mone coud c- 
cufe him, he faid, The Lord is Witne/s againft you, 
and his Anointed is Witnefs this day, that ye have 
not found onght in my Hand. You tee here, that 
he Submitted himfelf to be Judged by Saul, as 
being then the LORD’s Anointed, and Confe- 
quently the Supreme Fudge over all, even over 
Samuel bimfelf, and alfo tor any Male- Adminftra- 
tions, if he had been Guilty of any, even betore 
Saul was King, and while Samuel himfelf was 
the Supreme Fudge. And then fare Saul was Fudye 
of all Others. So that his Governmext was Si- 
préme, and over all Canfes and Perfons. 

And to confirm the People in their Obedience 
to Saul, tho’ they had Sinned in Defrring a King, 
which Samuel laid fully before them; yet he adds, 
ver. 14. If you will Fear the Lord, and ferve Him 
— Thsn fhall borh ye, and alfo the King that Reign- 
eth over you continue following the Lord your Ged. | 
That is, they were inGOD’s Covenant, and he 
woud Blefs them, under this Kingly Govern- | 
ment. 

(5..) Conntry-m. But it is faid, ver. 13. Be- 
bola the King whom ye bave Chofen. Do’s not this 
make the Heople to have Chefen? And that the | 
Choice of the King was inthe People 2 

Rebearf. Their Choosing. there, means no more 
than their Defiring a asng in the General, not 
their Croofing the Perfon, which God did. And it 
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is thus Explained ia the fame Ver/e. Now therj: 
fore, Bebold-the King whom ye have Cho 
whom ye have Defired 3 and behold, the PES 
fee a King’ over you,” : ee 
Ic isCommon in the Holy Scriptures as Well as 
other Writings, to call chat the AF or Chpicg 
of any one, to which they Confene; or whi 
they Defire, or Approve of. It is faid’ Expy. 
xxxii. 35. That the People made the Calf 
which Aaron made. Thustit is fig 7 
Chr. xxix. 22. That the People Adade Solo. 
mon King and Anointed kim unto the Lord tobe the 
Chief Governor, and Zadok to he Prieft. Now jr 
is Certain, that it was not the Offce of the Py. 
pleto Anoin: the King, far lefS to Anoing the 


prefly, 1. Kix, 1. 39-That Zadock the Pricft togh 
an Horn of Oy! out of the Tabernacles and Angin: 
ed Solomon. .Nor did they Make Solomon King 
otherwife than by Rejoycing at it, and Adding 
their Acclamations. For God bad Chofen Solonpy 
to be King, even before he was Born. As Gog 
faid to David, 1 Chr. xxit. 9, Kc. Behold ia Soy! 
fhall be Born unto thee, who {hall be a Man of 
Reft— for his Name fhall be Solomon— And he» 
Shall be my Son, and Iwill be bis Fathers And} 


for ever. And Chap. xxiil. ¥. So when David 
was abd, he made Solomon his Son King over Ifrael, 
And Chap. xxviii. 1. 4. &c. David Affewmbld af 
the Princes of \ftael the Princes of the Tribes, &, 
And faid, Hear me, my Brethrew, and my Peoplens 
The Lord God of \frael chofe me before all the Houfe of 
my Father,to be King over Ifrael forever > For be hah 
chofen Judah te be the Ruler: And of the Houfe of 
Judah rhe Houfe of my Father : And among the Sons 
of my Father, He liked me to make me King over af 
Mfrael : And of all my Sons (for the Lord hath gis 
ven me many Sons) He hath Chofen Solomon my 
Son to fit upon the Throne of the Kingdom of the 
Lord over lfrael. And Coap xxix. 1. David the 
King faid unto all the Congregation, Solomon my 
Son, Whom alone God hath Chofen, is yet Young, &c, 
Then he thew’d ’em Solomon for their King. 
And ver.20. David faid to all the Congreg ation, 
Now. Blefs the Lord your God. And all the 
the Congregation bleffed the Lord God of their Fas 
thers, and Bowed down their Heads, and Worfhip: 
ed the Lord, and the King. And they Sacrificed 
Sacrifices unto the Lord— And did Eat and Drink 
before the Lord on that Day, with Great. Gladne[s; 
And they Made Solomon the Sen of David King 
the fecond time, and Anointed him unto the Lord te 
be she Chief Governor, and Zadok to be Prief—-— 
And all the Princes, and the Mighty Men, and alk 
the Sons likewife of King David, fubmutted them- 
Selves unto Solomon the Keng. 

This was all the Mcaniag of their being faid 
to Aduke him King, and to Azote him. They 
Concurr’d Heartily in it, and Apprev’d of it. As 
the People are here {aid to Sacrifice. Whereas 
none cou’d Sacrifice bat the Priefts. And it was 
Death for any but thePriefts to.4pproach unto the 
Altar, Num. iii. 10, 38. xvi. 40. xviii. 7. And’ 
God {truck the Great King Uzziah with Leproly 
to his Death, for Attempting it. Which we do 
not ‘uppofe the People here did. Only brought 
their Sacrifices to the Priefts, to be Sacrificed by 
them, according to the Law. Yet ‘in a General 
Acceptation, they are here {aid to Sacrifice. 

I have been the Longer upon this, becaufe of 
the Arguments drawn trom Nicety of Expreffion ; 
without regard to the Fut, which is the fae 
teft Interpretation, as Adions are of Words. 

Theretore I have fhew’d you the Fé# of Sax!’s 
Eleétion, That it was not by the People, 

Coumtry-m. Itis Clear to Demonfiration. And 





Faé canngy Fail Us. But Trifling and Difputing 
about Was or Phrafes, is of littie Weight or 


Certainly. And is: taken up Generally by thofe 
who have aMind to Banter, and Confound things, 
anes to lec Us fee the Truth. 
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Prieft. Nor did they do it. For it is faid fy. 


wil Eftablifh the Throne of his Kingdows over \egeh | 













